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I Neaer Hnd A Young Child.4sk Me?

At the cornpletion of a
keynote, a d.irector of an

early childho od prograrn
asked rr1e, "Do you have any
ideas for a graduation
cerernony for our
preschoolers going into
kindergarden?" lVIy

response was, ttl arn not the
right person to answer that
question, because that is
sornething I would never do."

This rnade rne think about
how rnany experiences we

provide young children that
are not relevant to thern. I
have never had a young child
asked rne, "Can I stand on a
stage, in a cap and. gown, so

rrry parents recogrrize I arn
no longer a preschooler?"

What is relevant to a young
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fun, appropriate and
respectful.

Another event I often get
asked about, "What are sorrre

&ln activities for a )'oung
child's birthday party?" I
have never had a young child
ask rne, "Can I have a party
where I invite lots of other
ehildren over and slice up
MY cake and let thern play
with MY toys?" lbung
children ELre s0 egocentric
that they only want cake for
thernselves, nct shared with
others, and only gifts that
they play with and eontrol.
Children as they grow
becorne less egocentric and
enjoy the tirne with others. It
is better to wait until then.

Adults need to step back andFor more information on
workshops contact me at:

DxJ5aZS@asl,sa$.
or visit my website:

child is the "present". What rernind ourselves what is
is happening to rre right naw, relevant and appropriate for



What is releuant to Young Children?

We haae ta be c*reful obsen,ers of what children need and
want...."Hang araund. and wateh!

, Instead of a graduation - My "fnend, author and teaeher Beu
Bos does sornething that es so sweet and respectful at the end
of the ye&r. It is ealled a Mentory Box. Childre?t. &re giaen
shae boxes, to decorate if they please. Adults place on tables,
conta'iners of 'things'o that ehildren used thraughout the yeay
(ex. scrap rnaterial, nature iterts, sparkles, buttons, sand).
Chitrdren go around with their boxes and gather as rnuch as
thej want to rernerztber the place they haae been atfur this
past year, What & respeetfal way ta rernember"

. Instead of a birthday party - What does the child lihe to do? It
is his{her special day. Maybe a "play in water day" ar "ploy
in rnad dny" without any ga?nes or 'hooplA".

. Instead af craftsfor presents - Taking pictures of children
doing their "thing" and assem,ble into a book. Auaid
intntding on children's play, ntake the photos sporttaneous
and candid.

.Instead of pepperntint playdough - Proaide natural elay ar
dough without any calor or scent. If a child asks for colors or
sntells, ask, "What ruill we need?" and include them in the
process otf doing.

(L*"rgnize there are tintes zahen adults haue to tnake choicesfor children.

Make slr;re they are releaant and appropriatefar thcir stage of d.eaeloprnent.)


